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Would bid farewell to mansions, nobles, suits,
With all their splendour and their blazoned arms,
And nnd in cloistered shade the world's best fruits,
In books and learned talk the world's best charms.
Laye should be there, with ladies fair and sweet,
And full content, to bless our fond retreat."
These six years, about which some writers on Eabelais
find so much difficulty, seem to me, therefore, very com-
pletely filled up. His studies during this time appear to
have been chiefly in the direction of botany and medicine.
In 1530, being then in the forty-seventh year of his age,
but only the sixth of his freedom, the ex-Cordelier
resolved on entering into a new profession. He, who
was already a scholar acknowledged among the scholars
of his own country, would also be a physician. The
registers of Montpellier for that century can still be con-
sulted to show that "Franciscus Kabelaesus, Diocesis
Turonensis, solvit die 17 Septembris 1530, unum
aureum." After this follows the usual student's decla-
ration of obedience, signed by himself. There is no
mention made of priests' orders, or of his Benedictine
obligations.
At forty-seven, juvenis inter juvenes, he proposed to
begin, not a new study, but the systematic course of a
professional student. How many are there among us
who feel sufficient elasticity even at thirty to enter upon
a new study 1
The prescribed course on which Eabelais thus entered
consisted, for ordinary students, after a preliminary ex-
amination to show knowledge of logic and of philosophy,
of three years' attendance at lectures. This was followed
by the Bachelor's degree granted after examination. Three